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' PR O v. Chap. xxii. Ver. 1. 
1 good Name is rather to be choſen than 
RE great Riches. | 


Here was not any one thing which mote ani- 
mated many Men among the Heathens to 
Virtue and Bravery, than an earneſt Deſire 
they had to leave a God Name behind them. 

This put them upon doing great and glorious Exploits, 

to oppoſe Tyrants and Ulurpers, who endeavour'd the 

Subverſion of their Native Country, its Liberties, Rights 

and Privileges. | 

Solomon prefers a * Good Name before precious Ointment, 

It was cuſtomary in his Days to embalm dead Bodies to 
preſerve them from Noiſomneſs and Corruption, but a 
Good Name preſerves a Man's Memory, and makes it grate- Wl 
ful to Poſterit y. 7 The Righteous, that is, the good Man, 
ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance. Long after he is 
dead his Name ſhall be mention'd with Honour for ma- 
ny Ages, and his good Deeds remeinbred from Genera- 
tion to Generation. | „ 

And as much as Men deſire Riches, and as great a Va- 

lue as they ſet upon them, yet he is reckon'd by the Wiſe 

Mari, the happier of the two, who leaves a food Name, 

than he chat leaves a great Eſtate behind him. Not that 

it is impoſlible for a rich Man to be a good Man; fot 

Riches are Blefſings, when ſuch a one is Poſſeſſor o 

them, who hath a Heart and Wiſdom to uſe them well, 

Then they conduce to our Neighbours Good, to the Glo- 

ry or God, are a means of helping an Eternal Salvation; 

and ſuch a Man ſhall be famous both on Earth and in Hea- 
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ven. And becauſe a good Name is ſo commendable, 
I will lay down ſome Rules for the attaining it. 
The beſt way to ſecure a good Name, is therefore, 
(I.) To tranſcribe in your Lives and Converſations thoſe . 
Graces and Virtues which were ſo eminent in the firſt 
Teachers, Planters and Propagators of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. | | | | „ ; 
Though they are dead and gone many Ages ago, tho” _ 
we did not know their Perſons, nor never had any Con- 
i- verſation with them, yet it is your Duty to remember 
o cheir Doctrines, to imitate their Virtues, to follow their 


© Faith, and praiſe God for ſuch bright and ſhining Ex- | 


n. amples. By ſuch Fruits ye ſhall be known, whole Humilicy, 
s, Meekneſs, Patience, Continency and Charity, if you co- 
ie I py out in your Lives, they will make you acceptable. to 
God, and had in Admiration by Men. Men will not on- 
ly ſpeak well of you, with reſpect in your Life time, but 
alſo after your Death, will without doubt conclude you 
are happy in a State of Te Bliſs and Glory, and 
rom Age to Age your Name ſhall be mention'd with- 
Honour, and your Glory ſhall not be blotted out. The Son of 
W55r:cb ſpeaking of Holy Men, ſays, * Their Bodies are bu- 


ed in Peace, but their Name liveth for evermore. The People 


a- El! tell of their Wiſdom, and the Congregation will ſhem forth 
A- heir Praiſe. . 8 | 


This s what i uſual and common, but it is poſſible that 
ven the beſt of Men, thoſe who are moſt eminent for 
irtue and Purity, and the moſt charitable and religious 


ne, WW -rions may have their Names blemiſh'd, and their Actions 
at {Wnil-repreſented by Malice, Envy, or ill Will. The moſt 
for, Nnnocent Perſon, the moſt ſublime Piety, the talleſt Re- 
of {Wutcation, and the greateſt Goodneſs, cannot always de- 
ell. {W-nd themſelvesagainſt the Venom of a Serpentine Tongue. 
lo- irtue tho! never ſo bright, yet there has never wanted 


hoſe who make it their Buſineſs to fnarl and peeviſhly 
oot it out. Religion, tho' in a King; and the beſt of 
en, cannot elcape tae Reproach of the wicked ; and 
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thus, Holy David's Vertues were a Paſtime to the Pro- 

phane, and his Righteouſneſs the ſubject of their Libels, 
and abuſive Pamphlets. The reaſon is this, The Juſtice, 


Prudence, and Exemplary Life of a good Man to pro- 


mote the Glory of God, is a continual reproach to the 
Prophane, Diſſolute, and Irreligious, and nothing makes 
the deformity of Vice appear ſo much as the near Exam- 
ples of Innocence, Sobriety, Temperance and Good- 
neſs. Wicked Men are malicious, and ſeeing themſelves, 
out-ſtrip'd by ſuch as are held in Eſteem and Honour for 
their good Deeds, raill and rage againſt them, endea- 


vour by Falſhood to accuſe, defame and undermine 


them, and wound them with Arrows ſhot it the dark. 
Tho' this ſometimes happens, good Men will go on, 
will imitate bright and conſpicuous Examples, and make 


even the Defamations of their Enemies redound the more 


to their Praiſe and Glory. | 
(2.) To cure 2 good Name, is to live in the fear of 
God. | 7 
When Phiroah commanded the Hebrew Midwives to kill 
the Male Children, they refus'd to obey him, becauſe 
* they feared God. And how did God deal with them for 
their fo doing. It is thus fpecified, | He made them if 
Houſes. LE | | | 3 
Now to make an Houſe in Scripture Language, ſignifies 
to raiſe, and eſtabliſh a Family. Thus God promis d Da- 
vid that He wou'd * Efabiſh his Honſe, i. e. Confirm his 
Kingdom. | 3 | 5 0 
The Midwives for fearing God, and not obeying the 
King in his wicked and bloody Commands, both them 
and theirs were bleſs'd by God ; all took notice of that 
their worthy Deed, their Memory is honour'd, and their 
Fame ſhall be perpetuated to after Ages. z 
Cornelius fear d God with his whole Family; He gave muc 
Alms, was fervent in Prayer, and a Devout Man, for 
which he is commended, and his Name looks bravely 
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8 big in Holy Scripture. And that which 2dds to his 


y Fame, and will perpetuate his Memory is, notwichſtand-. 
2 ing his Country, his Calling and Vocation, nothing but 
8 Idolatry and Superſtition in the one, Lewdnels, Pro- 
© faneſs, Robbery and Murther in the other ; yet notwith- 
'S Standing theſe Corruptions, he had a reſpect to true Re- 
L- ligion, and to the Worſhip of God. St. Luke has given 
l an honourable defcription of him in his Manners, in his 
5 Charity, in his Devotion; and has ſet him forth as a 
Cr perfect Pattern of true Chriſtianity, how he liv'd towards 


— God, and how he behav'd himſelf towards Man. He 
1c has ſet every Chriſtian an Example, and all them who 
have Families may learn from him to be Religious, and 
n, to inſtruct them in the fear of God, and in Prayer to 
e him, as he did his. His Prayers and his Alms came up for a 
re Memorial befor® God. His good Works pleaſed God, were 
grateful and acceptable to him; he ſaw them, and will 
of gn them, he heard his Prayers and regarded his 
arity. | of 
il 8 Mary Magdalens Memoty as a penitent Sinner, 1s left. 
ſe for all Poſterity to talk'of, and whereſoever the Goſpel 
or Wot Chriſt is heard, ſhe is honourably mention'd. Her 
em ears will never be forgot, and for her Carriage and Be- 
| haviour to Chriſt ſhe will live in a glorious Remem- 
C&S brance. | | „ 
And to give but one Inſtance more, Conſtantius at his 
his firſt coming to the Empire, commanded all thoſe who 
I iiv'd in his Court to forſake Chriſt, and to offer Sacrifice 
he Punto Idols, threatning to baniſh all from his Preſenge 
vm. and Service, that Howe refuſe ta obey him in that 
„ i ; 
cr Wt Many were eaſily induc'd to renounce their Religion, 
nd rather than hazard the loſs of their Places at Court, 
uch wou'd content themſelyes to be of any or none; but o- 
ners chooſing rather to obey God than Man, wou'd not 
/ield Obedience to fo wicked a Command, wl at hazard, 
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(6) , 
ſoever th un upon. The Good * Emperor retain'd 
thoſe about him, and baniſh'd all the other who were ſo 
forward to embrace Idolatry, ſaying, They cou'd not be loyal 
and faithful to their Prince, who were ſo falſe, perfidious and un- 
faithful to God. | | 
I ho' both theſe ſorts of Men be long ſince dead, yet 
che Memory of the one is precious, and that of the other 
ſhall rot. | | 

Their Deeds are Recorded, to the laſting Praiſe and 
Commendacion of the one, and to the Diſgrace and In- 
famy of the other. There was a certain Begger named Laza- 
rus, ſaid Chriſt; He calls the Beggar by his Name, the 
better to make him known to Poſterity, but he nam'd 
not the rich Man but leaves that with his Memory ta 
rot. | | 
(3. To ſecure a good Name is to do your Duty conſcien- 
tiouſly, in that ſtate of Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call you. 7 

The conſtant keeping a good Conſcience, (1) Makes 
a good Magiſtrate. He conſiders his Reputation, and 
therefore he will not, becauſe tis a violation of his Con- 
ſcience, an obſcuring of his Name, blaſting his Credit, 
either protect the Guilty, or oppreſs the Innocent. "This 
makes him juſt and impartial in all his Proceedings, 
whether in Private or Publick, in his Chamber or upon 
che Bench, to deal fairly between Party and Party, and 
to take care that the poor Man's Cauſe have as friendly 
and favourable a Hearing as that of the rich. And 

(2) Ir has the ſame Influence on Bodies and Societies 
of Men. The preſerving and ſecuring a good Nu me makes 
faithful and cruc Witneſſes, upright and unbyaſs d Juries, 
charitable Plaintiffs and Defendants, and puts Men out of 
love with vexatious Suits, and things which make not for 
Peace. : | 

_A Conſcientious Honeſt Man is the only Wiſe, Great 

and Secure Man, the trueſt Politician, and none fo ſafe as 
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* Sozom. lib. 1. chap. 6. Quomodo fidem inviolatam 
preſtabunt Imperatori qui Deo fant perfidi. ” 
he 
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ne. Thoſe two blind . Phylaſophers Plato and Ariſtetle - 
cou'd tell us, that a Man that acts from the ſpring of a 
od Conſcience, with Honour and Honeſty, is like a 
* Die, caſt him which way 75 will, he ſtill finds a bot- 


om. Like his God he is ſtill the fame, Leſterday, to 
Day, and for ever. His Principles are Eſtabliſſid, of a 
ertled Judgment in Matters both of Church and State. 
But tho a good Conſcience, and the diſcharging ones 
uty with Honour and Honeſty be one way to ſecure a 
oo Name, yet I am not countenancing the Practices of 
ach Men who act out of a tender Conſcience (as they 
all it) and under that Pretence have done moſt uncon- 
ionable Actions. „ ; 

What ſhall we think of thoſe who have a hot and fla- 
ing Zeal for the Church, and yet with the ſame breath 


n luſter againſt thoſe true ways and means which are for. 
ie Mer Safety and Preſervation ? They tell us they have no 
fection for Popery, and inveigh bitterly againſt Hrauny 
des id Slavery, and yet at the fame time carry onathe In- 
nd ft of the Common Enemy, who for many Years has been 
N- Wcavouring to root out our Religion, to oyerturn our 
lit, Nonſtitution, and to make us Slaves and Vaſſals to his 
his bitrary and Ambitious Will and Pleaſure. 3 
SS, This certainly is one of the worſt kind of Conſciences 
on ; the World, and the owner of it js fo deceiv'd in follow - 
nd g it, that the blind Man for following his blind Con- 
Ily Wicnce is in the ready way for both to fall into the 
ö itch. Or what ſhall we think of them who go to 
15. FHhurch purely and ſolely to keep a Place, for worldly: 
bes Weſt, for politick Ends and Deſigns, and ſhou'd the 
es, {Wines alter would be as forward forthe Ma/s or a Con den- 
105 le, as they are now for our Communion. 1 | 


Is this the way to ſecure a good Name, and preſerve a 
ean Reputation? No, by no means. The Man may 
cat oy his Honours, Riches, and Preferments longet by 
- 35 h an Apoſtacy ; but whether will he cauſe his Shame 
so, when he has ſtretch'd and proſtituted his Con 
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that whatever it eoſt him. He would not turn Egyptia 


mir d for thy Faith! O bleſſed Pattern to follow Thy 


gard to his Fame. 
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Pleaſures of Pharoab's Court cou'd not t.mpt Mofes t 
deny his Religion. He was reſolved to ſtick cloſe t 


no not for a Crown. O Moſes! how art thou to be. ad 


Name ſhall be had in everlaſting Remembrance, and by 
mention'd with Honour till the end of the World. 
(4.) Fora Man to ſecure a good Name, 1s to have re 
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It is requird by our Bleſſed Saviour, that our Ligh 
ſhould ſhine before Men. That which St. Paul ſpeaks 4 
Biſbop is very requiſite tho not in fo high a Degree q 
Neceflity, to every one that bears the Name of a Chriſti 
an, He * muſt have a good Report of them which are without 

The Primitive Chriſtians liv'd ſo, that the Heathen 
that perſecuted their Religion cou'd not except again 
their Lives. They did not only f ſpeak great Things, bi 
tive them. || Provide things honeſt in the ſight of all Men, ſayi 
St. Paul. And tho' it be very true, that no Man, how 
deſerving ſoever, can have the good Word of all, yet it 
he leads his Life after ſuch a manner, as renders him il 
luſtrious in the Eyes of the greater and better part off 
Mankind, ſuch a Man will ſecure a good Name, and prof 
cure Honour and Eſteem from others. |,  - © | 

God, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, has made a 
Inequality among Men. He permits ſome to be rich 
others to be poor, ſome to enjoy a Life of Health ani 
Proſperity, others to be extreamly miſerable, and theilf 
eeees deplor able. 

Now a quick and tender Senſe of Pity and Compaſſion 
for the Sick and the Blind, the Poor and Needy, father 
leſs Children and Widows, ſuch as are deſolate and op- 
preſſed, and ſuffer for Chriſt and the ſake of the Goſpel) 
is the way to have that Commendation of Demetrius, 4 
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All thel report of all Men. Such Charit and Beneficence, ſu 
ofes .0 

gyptzan | at deal of good in their Generation, ſhall not only be 
de adi raveur with God, by ſuch religious and ' charitable 


" 


! Thi, but alſo be highly eſteem'd by Men for their Works 

and beſſrlumanity, and other generous Qualifications. They 
be belovd of God, honourd by all good Men, 

'e re their Memory ſhall be bleſſed in after Genera- 
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s © l, whom neither the ſorzowful ſighing of the 
ree , the comfortleſs Eſtate of aged and infirm” 


hriſtiſſ the deſolate Condition of the Fatherleſs can melt or 
bit bou en, who live as if they were born for themſelves, 
athen never have any regard to other Mens Concerns, ſo it 
gain well with their own. „ 


© 4 thoſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 5 Puniſhment, Who 
> n0 Meat te the Hungry, no Drink to the Thirſty, no Cloaths 


SW occunicies offer'd, and were farniſh'd with Powers 
Abilities to do them. Like the F Prie and Levite 
1 proſe Parable of the wounded Man, are void of all Com- 


oon, whoſe Hearts are as hard as the hardeſt Rocks or 
de auihrble, will not reach forth a helping Hand to ſuch as 


in Diſtreſs, but deny them Afſiſtance, behold their 
cries and Calamities, paſs by them and regard them 
Such Pei ſons are a Scandal to Humane Nature, 


unlike unto God, Enemies to the common Good 
ao Intereſt, live and die covetous Wretches, and are 
icherſied to their Graves with an odious and infamous Cha- 


oper. Thus having laid down ſome: Rules for the ſe- 

oſpeliMing a Co Name, and what a commendable Thing ſuch 

, * A lame is. 1 come, 1 ftr! ITS , 

___ $2) To ſhew there is good Reaſon to chooſe that, ra- 
chan great Rice. | 
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4 
xcour, fuch 1 gs of Bowels, a Proviſion for choſe "4 
t ſtand in great need of it, and ſuch 2 have done 4 


ws, | 


hey do not conſider the Condemnation at the laſt | 


e Naked, and neglected other Acts of Charity when 
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4 


and after all know ̊ t who Hall gather them, The weal 


| knows not but a Prodigal may be his Heir, that a Stranger, ot 
Enemy may poſſeſs and or joy his Eftare after he is dead and ge 
that his Riches ma}, ve the occaſion of his Son's Ruin and Def 
ction here, and his everlaſting Miſery hereafter. Debauchery 
frequently been fer a foot by the large and full Enjoyment 9 
plentiful Eſtate. Riches are liable ro be loſt, but a Hof Name | 
never periſh. That lives after the Man is dead, and ſpeaks in 

Family long after he is turn d into Duſt and Aſnes. 
A Man who goes out of the World with a good Name, his Fail 
Infirmities and Imperfections ſhall be overlook'd, he ſhiall be but 
in his good Deeds, and his Memory conlecrated and embalm'd 
admirihg Poſterity. | "2 

(2) Great and many are the Temptations of Riches. Ma 
Men aygg/undone by them. They have flain their Thouſands, \ 
he who is Rich in good Works *. He ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth, 
t recompenſed at the Reſurretti:n of the fuſt. He bath diſperſed 
broad and given to the Poor, and his Righteouſneſs remaineth for ev 
his Horn hut be exalted with Honour, | | 

Nay, the Plalmiſt ſays, The + Seed of the merciful ſhall be ble 
Acts of Charity in a Parent will cntail God's Bieffing, both u 
the Perſons and Eſtare of Children. Without God's Bleſſing, al 
ſhall leave unto your Chi:dren will little avail them. Now Men 
and Liberaliry to the Foor and Needy, will entail God's Blefling 
your Poſterity. | £2 | 

Many Men are very buſie, earneſt aud q!!:icirous ro entail thi 
Eſtates on their Poſterity, that they ma count iuue their Houfes f 
ever, that their Dwelling Placa ny 17 from one Generation to 
vother, and call the Lands af ˙ο. Names, Now the fur 
way to advance and proſboer 1 ite, d to continue a Man 
Name to future Ages, and bri g gowva a Bleiſing from Heaven wu 
on his Lands, Houſes and Fami. . 43 good, to (a) Vong i 
Lord with your Sulſtance, e flo: ry Bars be filled with Plenty, and! 
Preſſes ſhall burſt out with n:p H ne, Pe“ and Abundance ſhi 
follow. (6) For this thing : Lord +'vy G hall bisfs thee in all tl 
Wirks, and in all that thouſutte thine unte. 

There are ſame other Particuiars pec,ligr to charitable Perſon 
(c) the Lord will deliver them in the time "© trouble, he will not deliu 
them unto the II of thetr Enem«-e, the Lord will comfort them whe 
they lie fick upon their Beds, and m the their Bed in their Diſtreſs. © © 

(3.) A Good Name is rather to g: c mn than great Riches, becaul 
rae 11cheit Man cannot long enjoy them, and he muſt one Day pat 
with them whether he will or no. ( Me brought nothing into th 
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d, and tis certain we can carry nothing out. fe). Nahed came I 

of my Mothers Womb, and Naked ſhall I return. When we dye. 
an carry nothing away with us, our Riches ſhall nor deſcend after 


ry 


_— "WH: our dying Day we take an everlaſting Farewel of them. Our 
id 'DcalMds and Livings are only lent us, we fir upon them ar Pleaſure, - 
en | | 
uchery] 3 e great Landlord of Heaven and Earth may turn us off when he 
Van, I Nould the Riches of this Wo#ld defend us in the Hour of Dearh 


d they make the plentiful Poſſeſſor of them immortal ? or could 


ks id | - | 
aks in purchaſe an Inheritance in Heaven, then indeed they would be 


is Fallu ch our Choice. But alas! oF all die with us. The greareſt 
be bur ee bas but one Body to feed and cloath, as well as 1 = 
ea Grave 


Subjects, and when the mighty Monarch is dead, as li 
hold and contain it. 1 11 > bs 
ings and Queens, Princes and Dukes, muſt die, and rake up their 
zing in the Grave. Thole whom the P/almiſt calls Gods on 
=, muſt die like Men, and be turned into Duſt as well as they 


balmd 


s. Mg 
ands, þ 


: * 


ne 
ent have nolong Pedigree, no ſwelling Titles to boaſt of. (f) Tombs 

| ſelves have their dying Day, and thoſe Marble Monuments 
for en 


ch ſtand over Princes fall ro Duſt as the Bodies which lie under 
1. King Solomon harh long fince pur off his Crown and Robes, 
Death made no difference between him and the meaneſt of his 
ants. A ſad Inſtance of this we have had lately, which may reach 
hat the greateſt Families are no more ſecure from natural Death 
be loweſt, and that the Splendor of any thing that is great 
# _ withdraw our Eyes from looking upon our ſelves as Dutt 
cs | 1 
eis the richeſt Man who leaves a good Name behind him. The 
d 1s conſtant to no Man. All its Glory, Grandeur, Honours 
Dignities are bur like a Shadow that paſſeth away. Bur O whar 
t Comtort will it be to a dying Man, to think how his Care and 
ughts have been extended for the Good of all Men, particularly 
in Want and Neceſſity! What good Uſe he has made of rholg - 
nts God committed to him! And what Peace and comfortable 
e, when the Pangs of Death are juſt taking hold of him, and he 
y to ſtep into another World! Then his Memory is precious, 
ſury ives when he is gone, not only in the Eye and Eſtimation of 
Vorld, but precious in the Sight of the Lord is his Death. His 
t Habitarion is not to be diſturb'd, his Sou] is happy, his Body ar 
and an Honour is due to his Mcmory. | 

he Romans thus diſtinguiſh'd their two Emperors (g) Auguſtus and 
ius. The one they deify'd, but they bore ſuch Hatred ro the 
r, that they would have his Memory ſurvive o where but in 
ll. The wicked are ſoon forgot, they die in their Poſterities, and 
ir Names rot as faſt, if not faſter than theit corrupted Bodies. 
3 5 eee, . 
Job 1. 21, (f) Templa, Saxa, Marmcra, Ferro plumbeq; 
Olidata ramen cadunt. — Sunt & ſua fata Sepulchris. 
Sueton. in Tibcrio. e a ; 
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ebe of God. 
1 1 Bodies when livin 


Juſtice, and Jeſus ſaith, The Funeral ng greys the! 


having buried the Bodies of Saul and Jonathan, Duvid made hisP 
er ro God to bleſs them for it. (i) Bleſſed, be pe of the 


. \ "T3235 BE” 
It was i ſaying of that Cruel Emperor Nero at his Death, Le 
wen and Earth fall in pieces when I am gone. He knew Poſterity 
cenſure his many bloody and Tyrannical Actions, that he ſhoy 
Evil ſpoken of, and his Name ſtink; and therefore wiſh'd there 
no after- times, but that his Life and the World might end tage 
The Heathens did not think the Bodies of Traytors and 
therers worth 4 Grave, deny d them the Rights of Burial, and 
them out that Dogs might eat them, and the Fowls of Prey de 
them. The Deſign was, their Remembrance ſhould be loſt, 
no Monument ſhould preſer re, nor no Epitaph innoble them, but 
their Memorial and Name ſhouid periſh like the Dung. 
There can be no greater Motive for Chriſtians to continue thy 
tne, and honour the Memory of good Men, than their great $4 
ry, Chaſtity, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Chariry. (e) The Reg! 
555 be had in Everlaſting Remembrance, There cannot be roo n 
ignity given to their ele by Men in the Honour of their H 
ral Rites, when we are aſſur d that their (F) Death is precious it 


were the Temples of the Holy G 
and being dead, ought to be decently interr'd, becauſe Chriſt 
Hereafrer glorify them, and make them like unto his own glo 
and incorruprible Body. g) Devonut'Men carried Stephen to his 
rial. Tis a Debt owing to Humanity, an act of Piety, Mercy 


man made for Him was (h) a Good Work. The Men of FabeſhGi 


that ye have ſhewed this kindneſs unto your Lord, even unto Saul, 
have buried him. „5 nr 
Wie know and believe the Body tho Dead, ſhall live again, 
be join d to the Soul. Thar it ſhall be rais'd from its Grave, and 
be the Subject of God's Omniporence, and therefore we dece 
Jay it to reſt, till the laſt Trump ſhall ſound the Call, Ariſe. ye [ 
and come to Judgment. 5 CC 
(4.) A Good Name 1s rather to be choſen than Great Riches, bee 
Great Riches, if a Man has not Grace to make a right uſe of thi 
many times are introducers of Atheiſm, and are * arte 
ed with Pride, High-mindedneſs, Vain-Glory, Luxury, and Fory 
fulneſs both of God and themſelves. That parr of (4k) Agur's Pr: 
Feed me with Food convenient for me, leſt I be full and deny Thee, hal 


great deal both of Piety and Wiſdom in it. 


When (/) Feſourun waxed fat, He then Kick'd, and when (m) I 
was fed to the full, then ſh: committed Abomi nation. 
St. Paul knew very well how forward Rich Men are to be Hi 
minded, to truſt ro their Riches, to be puff'd up, to make th 


(e) Pſal. 111. 6. (f) Pjal. 1 16. 1 5. (g) Act, 8. 2. (hb) Mat. 26. 
{m) Prov. 30. 8. () Dent. 32. 15. Fer. J. 7. (i) 2 Sam. 2. 3. 
| 7 973 (c) Weal 


— — 


11 
Affections, and to think themſelves ſo high, ſo ſafe, and ſecure 
t to fear God, nor regard Man, and therefore lays down this 
ction, (d) Charge them that are Rich in this World, that they be not 
minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the Living God, that 


1d tops 

: = lo good, that they be Rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing 
un; and mmunicate, g | | 3 

rey dn ſcarce hear of a Wicked and Ungodly Man but He is un- 
e lod Weable, unmerciful, of an arrogant and inſolent Diſpoſition, whoſe 


els are not mov'd at the Miſery and Neceſſity of another, and 


vard to feed the Hungry and eloath the Naked. 5 


2 I w who wou'd not rather chooſe a Good Name, than be a Man, 
be Rich, ver a ſhame to Religion, a Reproach to Chriſtianity, and 

too ndal to Human Nature. 0 

their hereas on the contrary, Good and Religious Perſons, and ſuch 
b Eminent in Vertue and Godlineſs, are Eminent likewiſe for 


ity and doing Good. 


oly is Recorded to the Praiſe and Commendation of Job for his libe- 
Thriſt . that (e) che Bleſſing of Him that was ready to periſh came upon 
n glo and that He (f) cau d the Widows Heart to fing for oy, that He 
70 his Re) not eaten his Meat alone, without giving part thereof to the Hungry 
Mercy neither had he ſeen any periſh for want of Che . | 
the WW") other inſtances might be given from Holy (% Scriprure of 
beſhGi harity of thoſe who were Pious and Godly Ferdas and have 
e hisP Good Name behind them. 3 
Nr bus having laid down ſome Ways and Means for the ſecuging 
Faul. 4wne, and that it is to be choſen rather than Great Riches. 

975 F dre we | 

gain, To ſome Motives or Indugements to quicken us up for attain- 


* ) The firſt Motive abe taken from the Excellency thereof. 
is an Excellem Thing 


and rn 2nd Bering much Comfort to them. 


e a Lame Son, Mephiboſheth, he ſent for him, en- 
in d him Table, and reftor'd him all that was Sauls. v. 7. 
chrdeng to rhe Fruits Parents bring forth, and the Good Works 
do, their Children are honour'd and efteem'd, and the Mouths 
icked Men ſtopt from ſpeaking Evil of them. 


proach and 


RI wer ante | 


10. 4 ( Gaius, Rom. 6. 23. (i) 2 Sam. 9. 1. 
cis 


h 4 2h their ſtrong City, to deſpiſe the Poor . be void of all compaſſio- 


hom the love of God dwells nor. He is Coverons, Churlim and by” 


Parents to leave a Good Name behind 
becauſe rhe Condit and Repurarior: of it fall upon their Chil- 


„ (i) Ts there yet any that is left of the Houſe 
bim hindneſi for Jonathan's ſake? And being 


ae World is — — ſo uncharirable and malicious, as frequently 
eſpatter even a good Son, for rhe Naughtineſs of a 
Father, which tho' it be both barbarous and difingenuous, yer 


Prov. 18. 11. (a) 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18. le) Chap. 29. 17 fc we | 
3. 75 Chap. 31. 17, 19. (% Abrabam, Gen, 18. 1, 2 (b) Co- 
„ As | 
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gious, {ober, chaſte and remperare, not only to make their own | 


_ ther's Actions, and make the worſt of every —_ 
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is evident in Experience, and a little Converſe with the World; 
ear. ; 5 

Whillt we live on Earth, there is nothing wherein we can ſhe 
greater Care of our Poſterity than in ſecuring a Good Name, i 
much as they who do it in an ordinary way of Providence, do the 
ſecure the ſame to their Children. . 

And doubtleſs Perſons of noble Extraction and la rge Fot 
have Opportunities put into their hands, by being virtuous and: 


mories bleſſed, but alſo to give a Luſtre to their Families, and m 
them more conſpicuous. If they tread in the Paths of Virtue 8 
Honour is preſerv'd, their Titles, Power and Eminency confir 
and this makes their Nobility from Age to Age ſtill more illuftrig 

(2.) Another Motive to a Good Name ſhall be taken from Cond 
tion, in our mutual Converſe one with another, i. e. to treat 
ry Man reſpectfully, and after a civil and courteous manner, no 
flander, backbite, detame, or through Prejudice miſ-repreſenta 


Men will ſpeak well of, and have a value for him, who in 
hear of Diſpure, caſts no uncivil or unhandſome Reflections, 
with Meekneſs and Calmneſs, and handles every Man's Repurati 
with the ſame tenderneſs he would have another uſe towards hi 
Wherever this is oblerv'd, a Man is look'd upon as full of G0 
neſs, a publick Benefactor, and the delight of Humane Society. 

(3.) Another Motive to a Good Name, thall be taken from Fidel 
or juſt dealing one with another, . e. in Matters of Truſt, 
diſcharge the ſame with Faithfulneſs, whether they be publick 

rivate. 
(..) Publich, All ſuch as have the Sword of Juſtice or Judgm 
committed to them. | 3 | 

In Scriprure they are call'd Gods, and the Scat they are ſet in ist 
Lord's. They are ordain'd of God, are his Vice-gerents, 
therefore in their Office ought to imitate dais righteous Admiriſt 
Tlons. ; 4 * 1 | 

Now one part of their Office is as to ſecular M. "to pive un 
all Men what is their due, to protect, defend an r the Inn 
cent, to puniſh Evil-doers, and make Malefactors ple 
niſhment, who had been Examples in tranſgreiſing-. 

The orber part of their Office relates to Religion, to mat; 
Truth, to tuppreſs all falſe Teachers, to puniſh the Authors of 
dition, Hereſie and Schiſm, and not only to paſs Sentence on fn 
Criminals, but ſee that it be put in Execution, that ſo both Chu 
and State may flouriſh. 

This ſurely in the firſt place will bring God's Bleſſing upon 
ſuch Magiſtrates, and cauſe the People and Commons of the Lat 
not only to pray for them, but to honour, reverence and love th 
Perſons, and perpetuate their Fame to Poſterity. They ſhall be had 
everlaſang Remembrance. 5 

| (2) 


| $03. be” 

In private Matters do right to oh perform your 
t with Faithfulneſs. Setting your Eſtates in order before your 
h is a neceflary Preparation to a Good Nine, giving your Cre- 
; their juſt Demands, for if you go out of the World diſpoſing 
ur Effects otherwiſe than according to the Rules of Equity, 
ave a Blot upon your Name here, and the Guilt thereof will 
e you into another Worid. | That being a Sin you cannot re- 
of, nothing but a ſad Sentence there can be expected. | 
perform the Commaads of the dead, and fulfil the Will of the - 


World | 


can ſhe 
Vame, ji 


do the 


ge Forty 
us and: 


r own d, is a pious as well as a faithful Act, and an indiſpenfible 
and min every Executor. Do as you would be done unto, and you 
irtue ¶ leaſe both God and Man. | 

conſim ſecure a Good Name, let yout holy Religion be credited by 


Lives and Converſations, and be preferred before any worldly 
ft, Let the Light of your Lives ſo ſhine before Men, that 

your Heavenly Father may be glorified. Defend God's 
to the uttermoſt of your Powers, and in nothing terrified by 


illuſtrig 


1 Cony 
treat e 


ler, nog; W e e : | - i 

eſenta Adverſaries, quit your ſelves like Men in contending for the 
nce deliverd to the Saints, Diſcharge a good Conſcience in 

ho in Mrs both publick and private, and give as little Cauſe of Offence 

ions, u ible, and then roo much Honour cannot be given to your 


eputati; 
rds hit 
of Got 
ciety. 


ry. Your Value ſhall be continued after Death, and your 

jmel! ſweet, and bloſſom in the Duſt to ſucceeding Generations. 
s then may ſerve to ſhew how odions their Names are who 
mlelves Chriſtians, and profeſs Chriſtianity, when in Truth 


n Fidel re a Diſhonour rotit, and live contrary to its Pure and Holy 
Truſt, Wncs. Do bur behold the Wickedneſs of many call'd Chri- 
publick WY 212d you will find them the worſt of Men, and for their Hei- 

ins and Groſs Enormities, out-vying the very Rabble of 
ſudgm and Mahometans. « | h 

ir Names are not only contemptible, and they unworthy the 
t in io a Chriſtian, bur alſo the Purity of the Chriſtian Religion is 
ents, to the Contempt of its cruel Adverſaries by ſuch Profeſſors, 


Manners are the Diſgrace of their Principles. 


Iminiſu ; 
w_ , makes this juſt er er (a) In fuch doth Cbriſt ſuffer 
1 


ive u and by them the Chriſtian Religion is blaſphemed, for they 
the Im be very Heathen ſay, Behold what lind of Men are they who wor- 


s off 


manta 
ors of { 
> On ful 
h Chu 


rift 2 We may judge of him that is worſhipped by his Worſhip- 
N can we think him a good Maſter, 240% Scholars we ſee to be 

Ad, | 
gion has a Name which is capable of looſing or gaining. A 
r evil Report may be brought upon it, according to the good 
Behavionr of its Profeſſors. For Unrighteonſneſs of Life in 
ans will diſhonour Religion, hinder Piery, and make Chri- 
the Scorn of Infidels. 


5 * ays act according to Conſcience, live as knowing God ſees 
pve the <a as believing God hears you, and walk as knowing God is 
be had — ——ů— — — —S—ᷓ— . — > 
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His Name for ſuch an entire Conjugal Love and Fidelity * 
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:aineed Sith all your Ways. And this is hel 
ſe a G, Nen Credit and Reputarion in this World 
Favour with God in which is to come: + - 4 8 
And here I 1 ry high in the Enaamium of chat Gra 
th-bath lately taken from us, in his Nobleneſs off 

Diſpofition,. which made him the Object of \the Rte 


Love, and of the Veneration of all that convers d with him, 
larly his prudent and pious Con verſation in Marriage, which 
taken notice of, we ſnould do * his Memory. The Hi 
of Mart d by him to have Purity i 

being an Inſtitution of God, and therefore he never abus di 
His Matrimonial Contract he religiouſſy perform'd, and uu 
Royal Martyr King Charles I. ſaid a little before his Death 
bis very Thoughts had never ſtrayed from his beloved Queen, and g 
Lede ſhould 50 the [ame to the very laſt, doubtleſs was verified? 
Royal Highneſs Prince George of Denmark. - :- 


had in everlaſting Remembrance, and he will be'from Age 
a continual and living Monitor to all married Men. 
And if Men of great Birth and Quality would imirate and 
him their Copy, be as affectionate, juſt; and as faithful to tha 
riage Bed as he was, we ſhould not fo frequently hear of Sep 
of « Houſes, Tables, Beds, and ſo many impure and irreligiousl 
bitations, to the great Diſpleaſure of Almighry God, and 
Shame and Diſcredir of Chriſtianity. A Sin fo r in it ſelf 
God has given a peculiar Commandment to reftrain it, and wil 
a_ particular manner Judge all ſuch unclean and ſacrilegious Prof 
of Marriage. 2 | „ 
God had made the QUEEN and Him happy in one another, an 
ſuch an innocent, ſweet, chaſte and vircuous Life, doubtlel 
ſhall both meet in everlaſting Glory, where they neither marm, 
given in Marriage, but are as the Angels of Got. 
To conclude, The Moment we receiv'd the News of the 
that good and religious Man, the Conſternation was univerſal; 
City's defign'd publick Acclamations were chang'd into a ſor 


The QUEEN has ſhed Tears, and herSubjedts will Mourn u 
being able to ſay more, I hold my Peace, humbly beſeeching Al 
ty God to grant Her 3 Patience under ſo great an A 
and ſupport her in her Troubles. Amen, 4 7 5 _ 
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